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CHRISTMAS IS COMING!        SHINE A LIGHT ON YOUTH! 
We’re kicking off an exciting Christmas 
campaign this year at Threshold. It’s 
part of our efforts to continue to raise 
awareness about what we do and to 
raise funds to support our program.  
 
Our goal is to light the largest tree in 
Bastion Square. The tree is right next to 
the former home of the Maritime Muse-
um. We’re asking people to make a 
donation to buy a light to help prevent 
youth from becoming homeless. For   
every $10 donation a bulb will be lit on 
the tree. We hope to sell 10-thousand 
lights before November 25th, just before 
the Santa Claus parade, when we will 
flip the switch to see the tree burst into 
light, a symbol of hope and opportunity.  
 
We are working with Bastion Square 
Revitalization Association. They are ex-
cited about having this tree glowing in 
their Square. We have Christmas Cards 
in the works to allow people to make a 
donation to this campaign as a gift to 
others. We will have the radio station, 
The Ocean, 98.5 FM, playing radio ads 
which will tell Victoria about how they 
can Shine a Light on Youth. As well, the 

radio station will be broadcasting from 
Bastion Square on the day of the tree 
lighting, inviting their audience to come 
down and join us. We are working with 
a large donor board, a partnership with 
Coast Capital Savings, to let people 
know about our progress as we ap-
proach our goal.   
 
How you can help? From November 
1st to November 24th, head to any Coast 
Capital Savings branch in Westshore, 
Sidney or Victoria and make a donation 
toward the campaign. For every $10 
donated, another bulb will be added to 
the tree and you will Shine a Light on 
Youth Homelessness.  Throughout the 
campaign, the number of bulbs pur-
chased will be tracked on a large donor 
wall near the main entrance of the Bay 
Center 
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SHINE  A LIGHT ON YOUTH  
THIS CHRISTMAS!  

Please go to our website 
www.thresholdhousing.ca to donate a 
$10.00 bulb to light our tree and help  

Shine a Light on Youth.  

 

We want to thank the Push for Change Campaign for inviting us 

to walk with Joe Roberts in solidarity of Ending Youth Homeless-

ness. Visit thepushforchange.com for more information.        



OUR GENEROUS DONORS 

SHINE A LIGHT ON YOUTH THIS CHRISTMAS! S.A.L.T.S 

YOUTH TRIP 
 JULY 2017 

 

 

“”We would stop when we saw 
the tails of the orca whales or 

hear their whale noises.””  - S.B 
 

These photos were taken by 
one of our youth, C.B.F. From 

her trip with Sail and Life 
Training Society 

Continued from front page 
 
We have a local company to install the lights and are hoping to have businesses in place to help 
us take donations for the lights. For every $10 donation a light will be lit to Shine a Light on 
Youth. If we reach our goal of 10,000 lights the tree will be spectacular and we will have raised 
$100,000 much needed funds for Threshold. These funds will mean we can continue to provide 
affordable, safe and secure housing for youth age 16-22 who are at risk of being homeless. It 
allows us to offer foundations programming. We know what we do can do to prevent homeless-
ness in the future.  
 
You can make a donation right now and Shine a Light on Youth this Christmas by going to our 
webpage and hitting the donate button www.thresholdhousing.ca. We invite you to join us on 
November 25th at 4:00pm in Bastion Square for the tree lighting.  
 
Imagine, seeing a tree shining in our city, a beacon to youth, every light a sign of someone who 
believes their future is bright. We can make it a 
reality.   
               

    
New Staff 

Top left to right: Kacie Stirrett,  Jasmine Nagra,    
Lindsay Mitchell, Natalie Woldnik, Susan Mooney,  
and Jason Walsh. 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

Christmas Tree Lighting—Nov.25 

Santa Light Parade— Nov. 25 

Jo-Ann Roberts, 
Threshold Housing Society Advancement 
and Community Relations Consultant 

http://www.thresholdhousingsociety.ca


YOUTH  
POVERTY 

STATS 

Over the course of a 
year, the number of 
young people who 
spend some time 
homeless in Canada is 
as many as 40,000.  

Thank you Coast Capital Savings for committing to supporting vulnerable youth in our community. Your 
investment in the future of Greater Victoria youth is an inspiration to our organization, other supporters, 
and most importantly the youth we serve.   
 
Special thanks to Maureen Young, Community Partnerships and Investment  Manager, for your           
dedication to the youth of Victoria. 
 
To find out more about Coast  
Capital Savings’ Investment in 
youth and their future, search 
#YouthGetIt.   

Poverty, lack 
of affordable 
housing &  
unemployment. 

Aging out of 
care, mental 
health &  
corrections. 

Three Factors in 
Youth  
Homelessness 

 

THROUGH MAUREEN PALMER’S LENS 

I was in foster care, and my worker was trying to find me a place because I couldn’t stay there 
any longer, since my foster mom was having a little one. My worker helped me find Threshold 
Housing. At first, I didn’t really want to move in, but after I talked to you guys and heard a lit-
tle more about Threshold, I took the chance and came in. (Since moving here) I’ve been able to 
find work, get to do more DJ’ing, and get things done that I’m supposed to get done. Also get-
ting healthier by working out more, going for walks, and eating more fruits and vegetables. 
I’ve also learned to cook somewhat better, even if I’m still not the best cook yet! I’ve loved the 
events that we’ve been able to do, including our trip to French Beach, Food Literacy, GoodFel-
lows, and Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners. My favourite thing was the DJ night that we did 
at the house. Threshold has been the most help I’ve had since leaving foster care, and has saved 
me from being on the street, where I could be today. - J.E — One of the THS Writing Contest 
Winners. 

Youth make up 

20% of the 

homeless popula-

tion 

My name is Maureen Palmer and I’m a Van-
couver-based television producer and director 
currently working on a 90-minute feature 
documentary on aging out of foster care, to 
air on OUT TV, the LGBTQ channel and the 
CBC.   

This film follows a cross-section of soon-to-age
-out foster kids and former foster kids, as they 
navigate life without families and showcases 
programs that work, programs like Threshold. 
Since Christmas of 2016, our cameras have 
followed the stories of Jared and Ben, two 
Threshold’s Mitchell House residents. House 
supervisor Graham Kelly’s “easy-going guy” 
leadership style belies a level of skill that’s 
astounding.  He deftly delivers anger man-
agement counseling disguised as “bro-talk.”  
His warmth, wisdom and judgment-free ap-
proach creates a sense of safety that’s allowed 
us rare and intimate access into these young 
men’s lives. It’s been so gratifying to see these 
young men transform under Graham’s tute-
lage.  

Unfortunately, not all the young people I’m 
profiling are supported by programs like 
Threshold. Those who do not continue to 

struggle with addiction, homelessness and 
mental illness. In Threshold viewers will see a 
compelling case for more supportive programs 
that deliver the kind of permanence of rela-
tionship these youth crave.  I want to thank 
all the residents of Mitchell House – and all 
the amazing Threshold Housing employees 
who had a hand in making filming happen.  
This is a story of hope. 

Photo of Maureen Palmer and Jared. 
Family   
Conflict & 
Breakdown of  
Relationships 



John Reese (Chair) 
Andrew Reeve (Vice-Chair) 
Karen Blakely (Treasurer) 
Donald Storch (Secretary) 

Sean Dhillon 
Davona Harlow 
Guy Dagenais 
Rev. Gillian Hoyer 

Carol Martin 
Andrew Reeve 
Helen Smith 

IT TAKES A VILLIAG Board of Directors 
The 2017-2018 Threshold Board 

THS Monthly Recycling 
4th Saturday of Each Month 9:00—11:00am 
The fourth Saturday of each 
month, in partnership with St. 
Matthias, we hold a Recycling 
Day!  

We are always looking for volun-
teers to help out at our busy Re-
cycling Days. A fun, team atmos-
phere! No experience required.  

First Name:   Last Name:   

Address:   Postal:   

City:       

Phone:   Email:   

Support Threshold Housing! 

There are many ways to donate! 

By Cheque 

Please complete the form below and 
mail it in with your cheque to: 

Threshold Housing Society 
900 Vancouver St. 
Victoria BC V8V 3V7 

By Credit Card 

Visit www.thresholdhousing.ca/
Donate. You will be guided 
through a simple online dona-
tion process. Or if you would 
prefer, contact our office 250-
383-8830.  Recurring monthly 
donation options are also avail-

Recycling Days 2017 

 October 28th 
 November 25th 
 January 13th 
 January 27th 
 February 24th 
 March 24th 

Your support of Threshold Housing is not just about housing. As important as housing it is just one part of the 
equation for giving vulnerable youth a chance at the future of their dreams. A portion of every dollar donated 
goes towards our foundations programming.  

Youth are given the opportunity to engage in financial literacy and resume preparation as well as Women’s Wellness, 
and Goodfellows for young men. This programming ensures our youth have the confidence, strengths, and community 
support needed to move forward once they leave Threshold.   

 
What our Alumni are saying 

Our staff and youth 
had an incredible 
time walking in the 

Oak Bay Tea Party 
Parade! We were 
also excited to take 
a ribbon home! 

Thanks Oak Bay! 

“The Pride Parade was 
like a very big community 
hug! Where you could feel 
everyone’s happiness and 
love for each other .” -  
Susan M.  
 

  

 

Visit www.victoriapridesociety.org for more information 

Contact: Gerry Howell Jones 
By Email: ghoellj@telus.net 

We want to thank Kathy Baan at Telus for organizing cellular 
device donations! As well as the staff at Tom Harris on Broughton 

St. for their great service!   

“I just wanted to say thank you. Thank you to everyone for being 
awesome. Threshold housing saved me. I was on the street and  start-

ing to pick up some bad habits. Then moved into Holly House. Trying 

to deal with myself and learn how to live alone at a young age none 

the less finish high school was stressful and I had somewhere to land. 
Through  Threshold I started down a many year path to healing and 

now I’m here. I can seriously say I wouldn’t be here if I hadn’t had 
gotten off the street. I’m in a job where I think I’ll stay. Everyone 

around here  is amazing and I am super thankful to be here. A large 
part of it though is being in Holly House.  Interacting with Threshold 

on a professional level is super amazing and I just wanted to say 
thank you for being  there.” - Melea 


