
READY OR NOT 
AGING OUT OF CARE

From April 1st, 2019 to June 30th, 
2019, Threshold Housing Society is 
bringing awareness to the issue of 
youth aging out of foster care through 
the Ready or Not – Aging out of Care 
campaign. In British Columbia, when 
a youth in government care turns 19 
years old they lose access to essential 
support services, such as their 
housing, social worker, mental health 
services, and financial support. This 
often leads to youth aging out of care 
without adequate support to transition 
to adulthood. Aging out of care without 
appropriate supports in place is often 
cited as a major risk factor  
contributing to future experiences  
of homelessness in adulthood. 

On May 7th, 
2019, we hosted 
a livestream event to 
highlight this critical social 
issue impacting our community at 
the Sunset Labs in Victoria, BC. This 
event brought together advocates, 
researchers, people with lived 
experience, and community leaders 
from the youth sector who gave 
presentations from their experience 
and participated in a facilitated 
panel discussion. At Threshold, 
approximately 50% of youth have 
aged out of care and have joined 
the program due to needing more 
assistance to sustainably age into 
adulthood.

Visit us online at thresholdhousing.ca 
to watch highlights of our livestream 
discussion. 
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50% of youth at THS 
have aged out of care. 

Every month we 
receive referrals from 
social workers at 
Ministry of Family and 
Child Development.

50%

Heartb
reaks and breakthroughs, successes 

and opportu
nitie

s. Sign up for updates about 

the work we’re doing to make a brighter, 

bette
r fu

ture for at-ri
sk youth in Victoria.

http://thresholdhousing.ca/
http://thresholdhousing.ca/


ABOUT US
OUR VISION A community  
where all youth thrive.

OUR MISSION Threshold works 
to prevent adult homelessness by 
providing safe housing, support  
services, and community to at-risk 
youth.

Learn more at thresholdhousing.ca 
and help us create brighter futures  
for at risk youth.

In May 2019, we launched our new 
brand. Our new logo represents 
diversity, acceptance, and inclusivity 
under one roof. It celebrates difference 
and captures the strength of coming 
together to form a community. The 
upwards arrow in this logo signifies 
positive changes and brighter futures 
for the youth we serve. We’re excited to 
start off a new season with a brand that 
our youth, staff, and board are proud of.

A COMMUNITY WHERE  
ALL YOUTH THRIVE
This is what we’re charging forward 
toward at Threshold Housing Society. 
This is our vison of the world that we 
want to help create. 

I write this message with great 
excitement for what lies ahead at 
Threshold Housing Society, and for 
the youth we support toward brighter 
futures. We entered our new fiscal 
year on April 1st equipped with a new 
strategic plan outlining our vision, 
mission, and goals for the future. 
We’ve done a lot of work over the 
past year to set the foundation for 
growth, increased impact, and financial 
sustainability. We have a long way  
to go but the path is clear and the 
future is bright. 

Our mission is to prevent adult 
homelessness by providing safe 
housing, support services, and 
community to at-risk youth. This clarity 
of mission has allowed us to focus 
our efforts and solidifies our purpose. 
We know that the impact of our work, 
guided by this mission, will reduce 
trauma, enable healing, gives space to 
dream, and results in a reduction of 

future instances of homelessness into 
adulthood. Simply put, it will change 
the long-term trajectory of young lives. 

Over the next few months, we will 
continue working on the priorities 
of updating our governance model, 
defining our core values, and 
continuing to build a healthy and 
vibrant organizational culture. We do 
these things because when Threshold 
is healthy, we are better able to 
support our youth and deliver on our 
mission. 

We know that on any given night 
there are over 150 youth who are 
experiencing homelessness in the 
Capital Region, with countless more 
living in unsafe or unhealthy housing 
situations. Homelessness is a crisis, 
and youth homelessness is a tragedy. 
We will not stop until we see those 
numbers erased. This can only be 
done within the context of community, 
collaboration, and partnership. On 
behalf of everyone at Threshold, I offer 
our deepest gratitude to all of you who 
have supported and contributed to 
our organization and our shared goals. 
We can’t do this without you.

Colin Tessier 
Executive Director



FINDING A SAFE HOME  

WITH PRIDE
Youth experience homelessness 
for many reasons, one of the most 
common reasons is family violence and 
conflict, where youth flee their homes 
to protect themselves. The 2018 Point 
in Time Count found that conflict with 
a parent/guardian was the top reason 
for housing loss among youth. Through 
July 1st to September 30th, 2019, 
Threshold Housing is highlighting the 
detrimental impact violence in the 

home can have on youth, especially 
on their ability to build healthy habits, 
continue their education, and have 
a positive self-image. Studies show 
that there is an overrepresentation 
of LGBTQ2S+ youth in those fleeing 
from violence in the home and 
experiencing homelessness. At THS, 
this is the narrative we find to be true 
among the youth we serve, which is 
why we are dedicating this campaign 
to celebrate the LGBTQ2S+ youth in 
our community. We will be walking 
in the Pride Parade on July 7th, 2019 
in Victoria and we welcome our 

community members to walk alongside 
us to show their support for the 
LGBTQ2S+ youth in our community.

If you are interested in walking  
with us, please email Jasmine Nagra  
at jasmine.n@thresholdhousing.ca 

 

1/3
OF THS YOUTH  
IDENTIFY AS  
LGBTQ2S+

LGBTQ2S+ MAKE UP

25-40%
OF YOUTH  
EXPERIENCING  
HOMELESSNESS
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“Something powerful  
happens when a youth  
feels valued.”

At THS, a Youth Engagement Liaison walks  
alongside youth throughout their stay in the  
program. We interviewed our newest Youth 
Engagement Liaison, Margorie Wall. 

What brought you to THS? 
I believe in the importance of preventative work! 
I believe that if there are opportunities for young 
people that show them that they are cared for and 
valued it makes a huge difference and can change 
their lives. It is a turning point and can prevent them 
from experiencing homelessness in adulthood. 

What are some obstacles at-risk youth face?  
Discrimination, especially in the housing market. It is 
very difficult for a youth to find a place.  A landlord 
is less likely to sign a lease to a youth who is under 
19 and most young people have parents who are 

willing to sign the lease on behalf of them. LGBTQ2S+ 
youth also face discrimination, as they are often 
experiencing homelessness as a result of coming out. 

it is never safe for youth experiencing homelessness, 
as youth will enter unsafe and unhealthy living 
situations to survive. 

Many youth experiencing homelessness are also 
living with trauma and mental health challenges. 

Aging out of care often disrupts relationships. 
Youth then have difficulty trusting, creating healthy 
relationships, building community, and have a lack  
of positive role models. 

There is a form of privilege that comes through 
having a sense of community, like finding jobs and 
having a diverse representation of role models.

At THS, not only do we provide safe housing, we 
connect youth to jobs, health services, counsellors, 
opportunities, and to their peers. 

We put a lot of effort into helping youth build 
community and a resource network, so they have 
these networks to take with them when they  
graduate from our program. 



HOW TO  
DONATE

There are many ways 

to get involved and give 

with Threshold. Whether 

you donate your time as 

volunteer, through one-

time or monthly donations, 

recycling days, goods and 

services, or social media 

support, we count on you, 

our community to make  

our work possible.

1 Donations

Visit our donate now page at 
thresholdhousing.ca/donate  
to make online monthly or one-time 
donations. We can also accept  
cheque or cash donations.

2 Mail

Threshold Housing Society 
1524 Fort Street, Victoria BC V8S 5J2

3 In Person

Threshold Housing Society 
1524 Fort Street, Victoria BC  V8S 5J2 
Monday to Friday | 9 am to 4 pm

4 Other ways to help 

We are able to accept stock/shares 
and securities as a donation and  
the process is quick and easy. 

Print out and fill out the form  
or contact our broker at  
michele.cranny@scotiawealth.com  
for assistance.

Recycling Day is Every fourth Saturday 
of each month in partnership with  
St. Matthias, we fundraise by recycling!! 
Email Gerry atghowellj@telus.net or  
call 250-383-2501 for more information.

Join our team and volunteer!  
For more information contact  
assist@thresholdhousing.ca

Household goods, furniture,  
and electronics are always in  
demand. Please contact  
jasmine.n@thresholdhousing.ca  
to see if we can make use these items!

PLEASE DONATE OR  
VOLUNTEER AND HELP US  
CREATE BRIGHTER FUTURES 
FOR AT RISK YOUTH.

PHONE 250-383-8830 
EMAIL assist@thresholdhousing.ca 
WEBSITE thresholdhousing.ca

 facebook@ThsVic 
 twitter@ThsVic  
 instagram@ThsVic

A BIG THANKS  
TO ALL OUR 
SUPPORTERS!

Victoria Foundation. Anglican Diocese. Rotary Victoria 

Harbourside. Keekz Coffee House. Proline Management 

Expansion Properties. Saasquatch. Pondering Turtles  

Cordova Bay Golf Course. 100+ Women Who Care Saanich 

Peninsula. Robbie Hancock. Tom Harris Cellular.  

Quadra Sports and Fitness. The Kiwanis Pavilion.  

GravelMart. Nicholas Randall. Heirloom Linens.  

Hour Movers. Gaia Gardening. 

SAFE HOMES, BRIGHTER FUTURES  
HELP END YOUTH HOMELESSNESS
Invest in today's youth & leave a legacy for the future. 

CONTACT 250-383-8830 OR VISIT THRESHOLDHOUSING.CA

http://thresholdhousing.ca/

